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 The underlying idea is that Italy and Poland are more similar than 
causal observation would suggest, which justifies their selection 
and comparison.

 As the under-title suggests we aim to understand what is happening 
and why, and where Italy and Poland are heading.

Assuming that Italy and Poland are similar enough to be usefully 
compared the project aims to answer the following research 
questions:

• Does the ongoing demographic change in family formation 
and dissolution result from ideational change or is it driven by

emerging structural (economic) constraints?

• What are the most important structural constraints? 
What part do they play? Can they be alleviated, and how?



The  research is structured around the following topics:

• The macro-context 

• Income, socio-economic standing and fertility

• Values, perceptions and fertility

• Childlessness

• Cohabitation

• Non-marital childbearing

• Marital dissolution



As an introduction to  subsequent presentations  of  our meeting selected elected 
results  from the results  from the paper prepared for Session 105: Changing unions and 
childbearing are here  referred to.

Closer than expected?Closer than expected? Comparing changing family patterns in Italy and Comparing changing family patterns in Italy and 
PolandPoland
I.E. Kotowska , Institute of Statistics & Demography, Warsaw School of 

Economics
Gustavo De Santis, Silvana Salvini , Department of Statistics 
“G. Parenti”, University of Florence
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Cohort first birth age-specific fertility rates, IT - PL 

A.Matysiak, D.Vignoli, Finding the ‘right moment’ for the 
first baby to come: a comparison betwen Italy and Poland, 
MPIDR  Working Paper WP 2009-011, p.8
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Family formation and de-institutionalisation, EU27, 2010

DE-INSTITUTIONALISATION

After L.Hantrais, 2006,  p.129
Postponement : mean age of women at first marriage, 
at  first birth and any birth

De-institutionalisation – extra marital births, crude divorce rate



Italy and Poland: similarities and differences
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Thank you 
for your attention!


