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• Literature on the mechanisms of diffusion of cohabitation in conservative
societies with familialistic culture: 
– importance of parental background (e.g. Nazio & Blossfeld 2003; Di Giulio & 

Rosina 2004, 2007; Schröder 2008) 
 youth tends to avoid living arrangements that clash with parental values
 cohabitation mainly among young people with tertiary educated parents, who 
are usually more secularized and liberal 

– the choice of cohabitation might deteriorate relationships with parents and lead to 
a weakening of emotional and material support from them

• Comparative study:
– these hypotheses are especially relevant for traditional societies:
 strong attachment to catholic religion and tradition
 strong role of kinship ties, reinforced by the limited state support for youth

- Poland and Italy are key and comparable examples

Motivation



• We are interested in the determinants of cohabitation and the 
consequences of choosing this living arrangement for the quality of 
intergenerational relations. We investigate if:
(1) cohabitation is chosen more frequently among young people from better 
educated (and hence more liberal) families?
(2) does the choice of cohabitation vs. marriage among youth affects their 
relationships with parents?
- does it reduce the frequency of contacts with parents?
- does it reduce the transfers from parents to children?

• Our planned contribution to the debate on diffusion of cohabitation:
(1) extending previous research focused on Italy…

… testing if similar empirical patterns can be observed 
in another country with similar institutional and cultural conditions, 
i.e. in Poland

(2) the hypotheses on the impact of cohabitation on intergenerational 
relations have been developed based on qualitative research 
(Schröder 2008) 
… we would like to test them in quantitative analyses

Research questions



• data: Polish and Italian GGS - samples for women
- we plan to extend our analyses to both gender (women: less missing data on union dates)

• first step - process of entry into first partnership: cohabitation vs. marriage 
– competing risk hazard models – estimated in discrete time with logistic hazard function
– key explanatory variable: the level of education attained by parents
– control variables: youth characteristics (year of birth, place of socialisation, and 

education and occupational status as time varying covariates) + parental characteristics 
(education, parental divorce)

• second step - consequences of cohabitation for:
- frequency of contacts with parents 
- monetary or material transfers from parents
– ordered probits + ordered probits with correction for selection (Sajaia 2008)
– control variables: youth characteristics + parental characteristics 

+ time passed since forming the first union and the current union 
status

– exclusion restriction: religiosity at parental home at age 15
and the place of socialisation (town vs village)

Data & methods



(1) cohabitation is chosen more frequently among people 
from better educated families?

Descriptive results

Percentage of people who either marry or cohabit in their first union according to parental 
education, Italy (on the left) and Poland (on the right)

• Cohabitation in the first union seems to prevail among people who
were raised in better educated families both in Poland and in Italy



(1) cohabitation is chosen more frequently among people 
from better educated families? 

Results from competing risk hazard models

The relative risk of entry into cohabitation and marriage in the first union according to parental 
education, Italy (on the left) and Poland (on the right)

• after controlling for a range of socio-economic characteristics and handling
the effects of censoring, the results confirm that people from tertiary 
educated families choose cohabitation rather than marriage as the form 
of first union more often than those from lower educated families in both
countries

• the Wald tests of difference in coefficients across equations for marriage
and cohabitation prove that the relative risks are significantly different



(2) the choice of cohabitation vs. marriage affects 
relationships with parents? 

Descriptive results
Frequency of contacts with and material support from parents according to the first union, Italy 
(on the left) and Poland (on the right)

• people who cohabited in the first union seem to visit their parents less 
often than their counterparts who married directly

• cohabitation is not associated with reduced probability of  receiving
material support



(2) the choice of cohabitation vs. marriage affects 
relationships with parents?

Results from ordered probit models
Change in probability of having frequent contacts with/receiving transfers from parents, given 
cohabitation instead of marriage, Italy and Poland

• in Italy, cohabiting people have a lower probability of meeting parents frequently, and this 
result is amplified after taking into account ubobserved characteristics of cohabitors, 
whereas we find no significant effects of cohabitation on transfers

• in Poland, after taking selection effects into account, the negative effect of cohabitation on 
intergenerational relations turns out positive, and again we find no significant effects of 
cohabitation on transfers



Discussion of key findings

• regarding determinants of the process of union formation:
– people choosing cohabitation as the first union come from better educated families, 

which are more liberal and open-minded
• regarding the consequences of cohabitation for relations with parents

– in Poland the negative association between cohabitation and frequency of meetings
with parents is not a causal effect of union type, but rather it results 
from selection of people who have low propensity to meet 
with parents into the group of cohabitors

– in Italy cohabitation does indeed worsen intergenerational relations 
as measured by the frequency of contacts with parents

– in neither country does the choice of union type have negative 
impact on chances for receiving material transfers from parents.
It seems that even if parents don’t accept the partnership choices 
of their adult children, they do not refuse to support them 
in case of need



Thank you for your attention !
Comments and suggestions very welcome:

anna.baranowska@sgh.waw.pl
pirani@ds.unifi.it
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Social acceptance for cohabitation 
in Italy (left hand graph) and Poland (right hand graph)

in both countries, tertiary education is associated with higher
acceptance for cohabitation (according to GGS data)


