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In this 8th issue of Warsaw Forum of Economic Sociology, the Editorial Board pays 
tribute to the memory of Professor Leszek Gilejko, who introduced sociological 
research and teaching to the Warsaw School of Economics (then known as the Central 
School of Planning and Statistics, SGPiS) and many years later was a mastermind 
behind the institutionalization of economic sociology in the School. Professor Gilejko 
passed away in November 2013. Th e Warsaw Forum of Economic Sociology is a real 
part of Professor Gilejko’s legacy, as many of His students, including the Chief Editor, 
are editors of the journal. Th e current issue opens with a short memoir of Professor 
Gilejko, originally recorded over ten years ago, as we celebrated His 70th birthday. 

Jerzy Hausner, former Deputy Prime Minister (2000–2005), currently Professor of 
the Cracow University of Economics and a regular collaborator to WFES, delivered an 
important speech at the 2013 national congress of economists, dealing with the main 
problems of the ongoing economic crisis. In this paper based on his presentation, 
Hausner claims that the anti-crisis measures used thus far are too conventional, and 
have been applied randomly in the hope that one of them will eventually turn out 
to be eff ective. Such an approach, he argues, is short-sighted, and neglects the true 
nature of the crisis, which is a crisis of the capitalist economy in its entirety (‘crisis 
of ’), and defi nitely not just a set of minor malfunctions of the system (‘crisis in’). 
Consequently, a multidimensional economic policy needs to be worked out if the 
anti-crisis measures are to be effi  cient. Today’s mainstream economics is openly 
embroiled in a ‘free-market’ discourse, and so policy responses formulated on its 
grounds address only some dimensions of economic life, while ignoring others. 
Having set the theoretical context, Hausner moves on to a critical evaluation of 
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economic policy conducted in recent years by various Polish governments, focusing 
on questions of institutional change and delivery of public goods. He concludes with 
an analysis of the neoliberal revolution that has pushed the modern economy towards 
universal commodifi cation and excessive credit-driven consumption. 

Richard Hyman takes on the issue of economic democracy. Despite a pessimistic 
diagnosis of the present state of capitalism, which has entered a ‘cancer stage’ 
resulting in an erosion of economic democracy, the author argues that a restoration of 
economic democracy is still possible. Trade unions, he argues, remain the collective 
actor with  at least the potential capacity to overturn the current trend, which, if it 
continues, will deepen the political disempowerment and social marginalization of 
the working class.   

Urszula Kurczewska off ers readers insight into the situation of the European 
Trade Union Confederation (ETUC), focusing on the evolution of its strategy from 
one of ‘logic of membership’ to ‘logic of infl uence’. Th e organisation, she contends, 
still struggles to reconcile those two contradictory logics. 

Stanisław Mazur looks to Poland’s public service ethos, and asks how that 
specifi c culture fi ts into the framework of public management. While in the early 21st 
century the Weberian model of bureaucracy is under increasing pressure from public 
management models, the latter, Mazur argues, are not the only path to be followed, 
as public governance theory off ers a diff erent one. Th e contradictory infl uences result 
in Poland’s administration standing at the crossroads. 

Th e current issue also brings another contribution to an important theoretical 
debate within economic sociology. In the previous issue, we presented the fi rst part 
of Jacek Tittenbrun’s paper, in which he developed the theoretical foundations of 
what he calls ‘socio-economic structuralism’. Now it is time to deliver the second, 
and fi nal, part of his paper, in which he retains the economic determinist perspective, 
and explores the ways through which economic structure aff ects other structures of 
society.

We conclude with a review of Wiesława Kozek’s Rynek pracy. Perspektywa 
instytucjonalna (Th e Labour Market: An Institutional Perspective), a multidimensional 
study of the labour market and beyond, with special attention given to sociological 
aspects of labour relations. Th e book is the fi rst such extensive monograph delivering 
a comprehensive history of labour market developments in post-1989 Poland. 

With this 8th issue of WFES, our journal has now been publishing for four 
years. While we are still a new periodical, we believe that our impressive roster of 
contributions, from Polish and international authors alike, points to our emergence 
as an important voice in debates on socio-economic issues, in Central and Eastern 
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Europe (CEE) and beyond. In this light, we are happy to announce that, following 
some problems with internet access, full, free-of-charge internet access to all issues 
and articles of Warsaw Forum of Economic Sociology is now available to all. We look 
forward to receiving your contributions ; please send them to us at wfes@sgh.waw.pl. 
With new papers from around the world, we will continue to try to develop and push 
the boundaries of debates on economic sociology. 


